One thing I love about God is
that He is a God of new beginnings. Again we are looking
forward to a new year. We are
tired of COVID and are hoping
it is a thing of the past, but now the flu
has reared its ugly head. Oh Lord, when
will things get back to normal?
Well, what is normal? We know from
experience that ‘normal’ is fleeting and
ever-changing. Every time we suffer
through a loss, every time we find a new
direction in life—the normal of the past
changes. What is normal for today may
not be normal for tomorrow.
If we live just for this life, then we
know that change is a part of it. But if we
live for God, we know that God has our
life in His hands and that His love and
support never changes. We change but
God does not. He is faithful and true to
care for those who love Him. So, when we
rest in Him and trust in Him, we know
that there is nothing that can defeat us.
So let’s embrace the new year and our
new beginning. Do not hang on to the
past, but let go of it and look forward as
we run the race for Him. The course may
change, but our strength and trust in the
Lord can only grow. Individually, we can
become all He wants us to be and as a
church, we can be more than we ever
dreamed of.
I thank God for each of you and pray
for us all to have the happiest of New
Years!
Pastor Jim
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In Max Lucado’s The Song of
the King, three knights long
to marry a princess, so her
father arranges a contest.
Suitors must travel through a dark forest
full of frightening creatures. Each suitor
may select one travel partner.
One suitor selects the princess’s brother, who displays an ivory flute, one of only
two in the kingdom; the other flute is his
father’s. The flutes play the same song.
“The king will play from the castle wall,”
the prince says. “Follow his song, and you
will find the castle.”
How did the winning suitor avoid
getting confused by creatures who imitated the king’s song? “I knew … only one …
could play the song as you do,” he tells
the king. “So, I asked the prince to travel
with me. As we journeyed, he played. I
learned your song so well that though a
thousand false flutes tried to hide your
music, I could still hear you.”
God’s song is love, and his Son, Jesus,
plays it, too. When Jesus is our companion through life’s darkness and confusion,
He’ll lead us safely to our heavenly King.

May our songs be love this year,
Tammie
Sunday, January 30 will
be our Fifth Sunday Sing.
Would you like to share a
song or your favorite
scripture? Please contact
Tammie to be included in
this special service of
music and scripture.
January’s Verse of the Month:
Psalm 118:24 NASB

This is the day which the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

We are collecting
underwear for the
children at S. Ellen
Jones Elementary
School.

Many thanks to our church family for the
cards, gifts, and expressions of appreciation
and love. It’s such a pleasure to serve the Lord
and minister with you. May God richly bless
you in this new year!
Pastor Jim & Tammie

The school keeps undergarments for the children who have accidents. The sizes needed will
be announced in the January Sunday bulletins.
Place your donations on the Underwear Tree
located in the Sanctuary vestibule. Place your
monetary donations in an envelope and mark
“SEJ Underwear” on the outside of the envelope
and place it in the offering plate. This project is
for the months of January and February.

The simple word “thanks” is but a small token
of my gratitude for your help with the 265
Christmas Gift Bags for the girls and boys at
S. Ellen Jones School. It does take the entire
church family and church friends to make this
large mission project happen. I want to thank
everyone for their time, financial support, and
prayers for this special mission project. I hope
that you have received as many blessings as I
have because of this outreach project. God
bless everyone for your help.
Scheryil

Monday, Jan. 16

Tammie’s Tidbit: Did you know that our
worship services begin at 10:55 with a time
of prayer? Prelude usually starts around
10:52. Use this time to prepare your hearts
to worship and hear God’s word.

The “Mitten Tree” was started many years ago
by the Joy Circle (women’s mission group).
Although the Joy Circle is no longer active, the
great idea of helping children in need with
hats, gloves, and scarves continues to this
day. I want to thank everyone for their
donations of gloves, hats and scarves which
will help the girls and boys stay warm this
winter. We collected 267 pairs of gloves, 12
glove/hat sets, 150 hats, and 1 matching scarf/
hat set.
Scheryil

2022 Contribution Statements will be
placed in the mail slots in the Atrium
when they are finished. There will be a
notice in the bulletin when they are ready.

813 E Spring St
Friends at First Baptist Church, Thank
New Albany IN 47150 Dear
you for your November donation of 722 housePhone: 812-944-4318 hold items and 753 food items to Hope’s Food
Office hours:
Mon—Thurs: 9—Noon

Pastor: Jim Ivey
Phone: 812-949-2176

Pantry. We are grateful for your partnership
in helping neighbors in need access affordable
food in an atmosphere of dignity and respect.
Love God, Love Others, Angela Graf,
Executive Director

Email: jivey@bhsi.com

Director of Worship: Tammie Ivey
Phone: 812-949-2176 Email: tammie.ivey@yahoo.com
Director of Facilities: Bill Owen
Phone: 812-972-2917 Email: billowen48@gmail.com
Church Council Chair: Earl Hadley
Phone: 812-967-2978

October 1—December 22, 2022

E-mail address: fbcna@yahoo.com
Website: www.fbcnewalbany.org

Income:
Expenses:
Cash on hand:
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$ 21,188.00
($ 18,010.00)
$ 3,178.00
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Something to brighten your day!
Two doctors and an HMO manager are in
line at the Pearly Gates. The first tells St.
Peter, “As a pediatrician, I helped thousands of children.” St. Peter lets him enter.
The second says, “I was the lead doctor in
a free health clinic in the poorest section
of my city.” St. Peter tells him to go ahead.
The last man says, “I was an HMO manager.
I got countless families cost-effective
health care.” “You may enter,” said St.
Peter, adding, “But you can stay only for
three days. After that, you can go to hell.”

“Whoever put the $100.00 bill in the plate,
please stand up!” An attractive single
woman stood up and said, “I did.” The
preacher said, “Since you put that much
money in the offering plate, I would like
you to pick out three hymns.” The woman
shouted excitedly, “How nice! I will take
him, and him and him.”
A pastor fell out with his church council
over various church policies and procedures, including how the finances were
handled. After bitter arguments and many
nights of lost sleep, he decided to leave
the congregation to take a job as a prison
chaplain. He preached his last sermon at
the church on John 14:1: “I go to prepare a
place for you.”

A boy came to Sunday School late. Knowing
he was usually very prompt, his teacher
asked, “Johnny, is there anything wrong?”
“No, ma’am, not really,” he said. ”I was going
to go fishing, but my daddy told me that I
needed to get on up and go to church.” The
teacher was very impressed and asked
Johnny if his father had explained to him
why it was more important to go to church
than to go fishing. “Yes ma’am, he did,”
Johnny said. “My daddy said he didn’t have
enough bait for both of us.”

I know they say that money talks – but all
mine says is Goodbye!
As the pastor’s wife was checking on their
eight-year-old son who was sick in bed, he
asked to see his father, who was in his
study working on an important sermon.
“He’s busy, honey, and can’t come right
now,” his mother replied. “But I REALLY,
REALLY want to see him,” the boy persisted. “Sorry, but he’s tied up right now and
can’t be disturbed.” “Well then,” the boy
said, “tell him I’m sick and want my pastor
to visit me!”

Why didn’t they play cards on the ark?
Because Noah was always standing on the
deck.
If you need an ark, fear not! We Noah guy!
What kind of truck was talked about in the
Bible? A Dodge Ram – Genesis 12:13 “Then
Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw behind
him a ram in the thicket…”

I used to have a handle on life – but then
it broke.

What did the pastor say to the parishioner
who had a Twitter addition? “Sorry, I don’t
follow you!”

After the wedding, the little ring bearer
asked his father, “How many brides can
the groom marry?” “One,” his father said.
“Why do you ask?” Because the priest said
he could marry sixteen,” the boy said,
puzzled. “How’d you come up with that?”
his father asked. “Easy,” the little boy
said. “All you have to do is add it up, like
the priest said: 4 better, 4 worse, 4 richer, 4 poorer.”

A hungry traveler stops at a monastery
and is taken to the kitchen. A brother is
frying the chips. “Are you the Friar?” he
asks. “No. I am the Chip Monk.
What do you call a fake noodle?
An im-pasta!

Never trust atoms – they make up everything.

The church service was under way and
they passed the collection plate. When the
preacher saw a $100.00 bill in the plate, he
stopped the service and announced,
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